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‘Honorary Brummie’
qualifies for England
C
HARLOTTE Bardsley, who we have
given
honorary
‘Brummie’
status
(well Kinver is less than 20
miles from Brum), is delighted
to have qualified for England
in the forthcoming Commonwealth Games in the city.
The talented attacking star has
been living and training in Germany for the past two years, at the
TopSpin Sports Academy in Bad
Aibling, near Munich, which is
an independent training centre for
national and international stars,
which attracts players from all
over the world.
She returned to Germany following the recent English National Championship, to complete the
league season for TTC Langweld,
who she helped finish a very
strong second half of the season
in Bundesliga 2.
Charlotte returned to England
in May to play in the Commonwealth Games qualifying competition, where she successfully
made the team.
She is currently spending most
of her time with the England
team, in their final preparations
for the event at Nottingham University, followed by a WTT event
in Slovenia, a few more days back
in Germany and then the final
camp before the Games.
After
the
Commonwealth
Games, Charlotte will be moving
to Sidney Sussex College at the

University of Cambridge, where
she will be studying for a degree
in History and Politics.
She will continue her table tennis at Cambridge and following
her excellent performances for
TTC Langweld last season, has
now been signed by top flight
Bundesliga outfit SV Boblingen
for the 2022/3 campaign.
“I’m really excited to be representing Team England at the
Games and it feels particularly
great because it’s in Birmingham.
“I aim to win gold in the team
event, that’s the focus for me and
I think the team is in a good place.
“I hope it’s going to be loud and
crazy in the hall, because it’s fun
to play when it’s like that,” said
Charlotte.
Liam Pitchford and Paul
Drinkhall will defend the men’s
doubles title they won in 2018,
while Ross Wilson will aim to repeat his para gold from four years
ago in the Gold Coast.
They are joined in the squad
by Sue Bailey, who was a para
champion at Manchester in 2002,
the last time England hosted the
Games.
TEAM ENGLAND: Sue Bailey, Charlotte Bardsley, Daniel
Bullen, Paul Drinkhall, Tin-Tin
Ho, Jack Hunter-Spivey, Tom
Jarvis, Mollie Patterson, Fliss
Pickard, Liam Pitchford, Maria
Tsaptsinos, Sam Walker, Ross
Wilson

Charlotte Bardsley

Dropshot is the
trendy place to be

DROPSHOT in Digbeth is a trendy table tennis bar near
Birmingham City centre, where you can enjoy cocktails
and pizza while you play, with six quality tables available and an electronic dartboard soon to be introduced
and is certain to be a popular target for competitors and
spectators at the forthcoming Commonwealth Games.
Shuffleboard and pool tables are also available, with a
wood fired pizza oven, an extensive cocktail list and an
array of craft beers, showing why this venue is so popular, with also a sound system playing a mix of music to
suit every taste.
DropShot general manager Hezron Stephenson explains
what draws people into the table tennis bar.
“I think it’s the social activity behind it, as you can have

groups of four, groups of two, groups of eight and even
groups of 20 playing rallies between each other,” he said.
“It’s the easiest way to get all your friends together, have
some beers and also be in an area where there are many
other activities taking place.
“People come in, meet their friends, get the energy up,
play a few games of table tennis, then move on to spend
the rest of their night. it is a great starting point.” added
Hezron.
“It is a great way to get families together and we have a
lot of couples and family groups that come here, as there is
no age limit to table tennis, you can be as young or as old
as you want to be.”
Hezron spoke about how his own game has developed
since he moved to the area from Coventry.
“I am improving, my serve is getting better, while my biggest competitor is my chef, he can beat me but I give it my
best shot.”
DropShot is based in Heath Mill Lane, and opens Wednesday and Thursday 3-10pm, Friday 3pm-12am, Saturday
12pm-12am and Sunday 12-9.30pm.
Games cost £12 or just pop in for a drink and a bite.
For more details visit drop-shot.co.uk

Bhanureka Saba

Let the Brum
Games begin

BHANUREKA Saba is a fanatical table tennis player from the Cardiff area
who can’t wait to begin her role helping the Sri Lankan competitors at the
forthcoming Commonwealth Games.
“I did a similar job at the London
Olympic Games of 2012, being available to assist in any way I can in all
the sports, to try and solve any problems that might arise and I am certain
that the Games in Birmingham will
be just as successful as they were in
London.”
Bhanureka is a regular on the national tournament scene and has improved her game to such an extent
that she is set to make her debut for
the Wales Veteran side later in the
year, due to her fast improving ranking.
“I would play every day if I could I
love the sport so much, but with family and work commitments I play when
I can,” she added.
She plays in events virtually every
weekend and reckons it is no coincidence that some recent coaching by
the legendary Desmond Douglas has
helped her greatly.
“Des is fantastic and I am so lucky
to have had some sessions with him.”
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The Right Medicine
DR Immad Quereshi will be one
of the umpires at the Commonwealth Games, with the 40 year
old from Solihull rediscovering
his love of the sport when treating a patient who had suffered
an injury playing table tennis.
“He invited me to watch him
play and I realised how excited I
was to start playing again and I
researched clubs in my vicinity
and joined the Kings Heath
club who have several teams in
the Birmingham League,” he
enthused.
A visit to a Table Tennis
Conference where they were
recruiting for umpires for the
Commonwealth Games was
the spark that led Dr Qureshi
to many courses, tests and the
Finland International Open and
he was then made part of the
officiating team for Birmingham
2022, with a level 2 Umpire
qualification.
He said “People often don’t
realise how physically taxing

Dr Immad Quereshi
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and exciting table tennis can be,
as it is not just physical or hand
eye coordination or how athletic
you are, it’s a mind game as
well.
“You see it with the strategy,
preparation and time outs, with
much more to the game than
two people holding bats and
getting a ball over a net.”

A chairman’s tribute
to Ken’s achievment
T
ABLE Tennis News was saddened
to hear of the recent death of Ken
Lancaster, who was well known
and respected by many in the
table tennis world.

Malcolm Cornish, chairman of Royal
Sutton Coldfield Table Tennis Club paid
his own tribute to Ken.

Ken was nominated for a Lifetime Achievement award in Sport in 2013.
Being short-listed and attending the awards
ceremony in the Royal Town of Sutton Coldfield was for Ken the most rewarding experience.
Ken lived in Sutton Coldfield for most of
his life and first started playing table tennis
competitively in 1946/47 over 70 seasons and
eight decades.
He played for the RAF in 1948/1949 and
played against such icons as Ann Haydon Pam
Mortimer and Jonny Leach.
He was a teacher by profession. He coached
at two schools - King’s Rise for Girls and
Handsworth Wood for Boys and played for
a number of clubs including Friends Hall,
Joseph Lucas, Uffculme Old Veseyans, and
Springfield.
He joined Sutton Coldfield Table Tennis

Ken Lancaster
Club in 1980, played in most divisions
in the Birmingham and Solihull League giving
almost 40 years of service.
I played with and against Ken on a number

of occasions in the club and I personally was a
victim of his defensive skills on more than one
occasion as I am sure many others suffered the
same experience.
Sadly, Ken’s health was beginning to fail him,
I know that friends visited him whilst he was
in hospital around 2018/19.
I remember a phone call I received just before
lockdown around 2019/20.
It was Ken, now around 92 out of hospital.
He said: “Could you please make sure that
you put me down as a reserve in the division 4
team when we get out of lockdown? I would
like to play again.”
Such was the determination of this remarkable man. I duly obliged. Sadly, it didn’t
happen.
Ken was appointed an honorary member of
the club in July 2017 and he attended his last
committee meeting in August 2019.
Ken did not confine himself to table tennis,
cricket was a great passion of his as a player,
scorer and committee member.
During his career he supported the Birmingham League and clubs around Sutton Coldfield.
Clubs rely on people dedicating their time
and willing to take on roles and responsibilities

Tees Sport is the country’s
premier supplier of
table tennis equipment
to ensure the smooth running of their clubs.
Ken was one of those individuals serving our
club as Secretary and Fixture Secretary for
more than 10 years till 2018.
Royal Sutton Coldfield Table Tennis Club
is incredibly grateful for his dedication and
commitment over so many years.

Rest in Peace Ken

We’ve got it covered -games,drinks and
pizza!
Visit us at Dropshot Digbeth and book
now https://drop-shot.co.uk/book-now/

If you would like to be included
on the mailing list for Table Tennis News please email
sheilakgrandfield@gmail.com
Editorial enquiries to
bob.skippytt@gmail.com
Join our Facebook page

Asia dominated Brum
World Championship
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 1977
ASIA dominated the 34th 1977 World
Championship between March 26-30,
which was staged at the NEC Birmingham, with only the French mixed doubles
duo of Jacques Secretin/Claude Bergeret
breaking the mould.
China clinched both team event titles for
the Swaythling and Corbillion Cup’s, at
the loss of just four sets by the men and
two by the women.
Birmingham legend Maurice Goldstein
masterminded the event, with incredible
help from far and wide, which resulted in
such a successful competition.
Mitsuru Kohno (Japan) took the men’s
singles title with a final success over China’s Guo Yuehua, with North Korea’s Pak
Yung-sun taking the women’s crown.
China’s Li Zhenshi/Liang Geliang and
Pak Yong-ok/Yang Ying (North Korea/
China) gained the men’s and women’s
doubles crowns respectively.
Former world No 1 Istvan Jonyer of
Hungary dropped 8 in the first rankings
after the world event, while Secretin
moved down from 4 to 6, with Kohno
taking over the No 1 spot.
Pak Yung Sun retained her place at
the head of the women’s list, with Asian
players comprising the top six and Jill
Hammersley at joint 10.

Those
were
the days

Coaches L to R Ian Scott,
Kate Hughes, Ian Ferguson
Coaching
Corner

TT Kidz Awards
Stage 1 of Pop
Badgers
February 2022

Colebridge Kidz goes down
a storm with the youngsters
Pak Yung-sun

Join one of Britain’s fastest growing
football sites.
For quizzes, banter, facts and stats for
all the
Premier League fixtures

COLEBRIDGE Table Tennis Club have delivered two TT Kidz programmes, as part of
Table Tennis England National delivery.
The first programme took place between October – December 2021, delivered by Kate
Hughes and Sophie Rinnhofer. Our youngest participant was five years of age!
The success of the programme led to the introduction of the TT Kidz Awards, which is
a transition between TT Kidz and Junior Table Tennis. The first cohort of TT Kidz players
are currently working towards achieving Stage 2.
The second phase of delivery took place at Colebridge between February and March
2022, with an increased number of participants. Kate led the delivery with Ian Scott and
Ian Ferguson.
The programme is a great way for all children to learn new skills in table tennis, in addition to the importance of team work, get fit, having fun and making new friends.
Colebridge started Stage 1 at the end of April 2022 for the second cohort of players, and
look forward to delivering the initial programme once again next season (September /
October 2022).

Former mayor welcomes gift of new table
TABLE Tennis is helping people living with Alzheimer’s and dementia in
the Stratford area, with two adapted
tables donated to the Stratford Sports
Club and Stratford Table Tennis Club,.
They were donated by Rod Lewis on
behalf of the Bat Foundation, a health
and well-being charity which uses the
sport as a therapy.
Former Stratford mayor Kevin Taylor, who is ‘Mr Table Tennis’ in the
area said: “Physical activity helps
improve memory and helps people
become more mobile, improving their
reflexes.
“The special tables are coloured
white, are high sided, with the players
using orange or blue balls, which is
easier for them to play with.”

Kevin Taylor right,
with the new table
Pic by Mark Williamson

Para team scoop four
medals in tournament
BRITISH players won four medals
in the singles events at the Copa
Cristina Hoffmann tournament in
Cancun, Mexico.
Simon Heaps took silver in the
men’s class 5 competition and there
were bronze medals for Pathway
competitors Craig Allen (men’s
class 9), Lucie Bouron (women’s
class 2-3) and Ryan Henry (men’s
class 8).
Allen secured a place in the
semi-final with a 3-0 success against
unranked Louis Vera Poguio of
Ecuador, but was then beaten by
world No 10 and seven time Pan
American champion Tahl Leibovitz.
The Bromsgrove player said:
“Overall I’m happy with my performance and how I played against
Tahl, as he is a tricky player, I had
my chances on numerous occasions
but wasn’t quite able to take them.”

Craig Allen

Birmingham Solihull &
District Association officials with Birmingham
president Desmond Douglas (centre) at the 2021/2
presentation evening
held at
the Kings Heath club

Presentation evening
The team chosen by Birmingham Solihull & District Association president Desmond
Douglas, beaten by Lilleshall
in the Maurice Goldstein Cup
final, which was held during
the presentation evening .
L to R: Megan Jones, Nathaniel Saunders, George Carroll,
Hawley Ellicott, Desmond
Douglas

Kate flying the English
flag across the channel

K

ATE Hughes the Colebridge
and Warwickshire player and
coach, was the non-playing captain of the England girls team at
the World Schools Gymnasiade, which took
place in Normandy, France.
The event involved 63 countries across 20
different sports and is the largest multi-sport
event involving school students aged 16-18.
The event was spread across nine different
cities in Normandy, with the table tennis
taking place in Montivilliers.
England girls team was represented by Amy
Marriott, Erin Green, Lauren Loosemore and
Samadhi Udamulla, with Kate as NPC.
England boys: Napping Boonyaprapa, Rhys
Davies, Oliver Cornich, Bertie Kelly, with
Chris Parker as NPC.
The England girls finished in seventh place,
with the boys fourth, after losing out on a
medal to France.
“It was a great experience to be involved
in the event and I am very proud of all the
players who represented the England team,”

Tees Sport is the country’s
premier supplier of
table tennis equipment

Kate Hughes and left with the England party
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Youngsters enjoying the fun
at weekend training camp
Birmingham youngsters and coaches at a weekend
Lilleshall training camp in the early 1970’s.
Front Row L to R: Maggie Allen, Barry Johnson, Andrea
Jones, Bryan Merrett, Phil Burwell, unknown, Karen
Groves.
Douggie Johnson, who became a senior England star is
fifth from the left on the second row.

Superb campaign brings
Senior British League title
LILLESHALL REPORT 2021/2
BRITISH LEAGUE

LILLESHALL have enjoyed a superb 2021/2
campaign, with the highlight being the Division B (3) title in the Senior British League.
Ryan Fellows, Lee Horton, Andy Frain, Steve
Horton and Michael Bree, finished level on 22
points with Greenhouse, with both teams winning 11 of their 12 matches and losing one.
It came down to Lilleshall winning 84 sets to
their opponents 83, with Fellows the hero in the
vital battle with Westfield, which Lilleshall had
to win 9-0.
Roumen Stefanov was 9-3 up in the fifth game
against Fellows, who incredibly clawed it back
to win 12-10.
“Ryan produced an incredible roller shot after
Roumen had a net at 9-3 and to then win the next
nine points was amazing,” enthused Frain.
Lilleshall hammered Greenhouse 8-1 in their
first clash, with their opponents fielding the highly rated Bogdan Postudor at No 1 in the second
encounter, but the Shropshire outfit went down
fighting 5-4, with Lee Horton beating both David
McKenzie and Marcel Surdu.
Steve Horton beat McKenzie and there was
doubles success for Fellows/Bree, while Fellows
also beat Surdu.
Frain also skippered the LIlleshall team that finished third in Division 1 (Group 2) in the Veteran
British League, behind champions Foresters and
just missed out on sets average to Cippenham for
the runners-up spot.

Members at Ormesby TTC

New therapy table
donated by Rod

Lilleshall Senior British League Division B (3) Winners:
L to R: Ryan Fellows, Michael Bree, Andy Frain, Lee
Horton, Steve Horton
Quartet of Frain, Paul Cicchelli, Stephen
Scowcroft and Richard Jermyn lost just one
match during the campaign to the champions
in their first encounter, but gained a superb
draw with them second time around with singles wins for Jermyn, Cicchelli and Frain.

The club ended the campaign with a 4-0
victory in the Maurice Goldstein Cup final,
with the winners of the Premier Division in
the Birmingham, Solihull & District Association against a team selected by Birmingham
League President Desmond Douglas.

ORMESBY TTC are making good use of the
Butterfly Mk2 Table Tennis Therapy Table
donated by Rod Lewis.
They are one of many leading clubs around
the country that form a Lilleshall network of
therapy outlets.
Rod said: “The Princes Trust have agreed
to partner us and will supply fully trained
volunteers to assist the clubs in delivering
medically proven therapy to patients along
with our BAT & CHAT initiative.”
Ormesby legend Alan Ransome said: “The
Ormesby Club have always been at the
forefront of table tennis for people with a
disability and we are pleased to cooperate
with the BAT Foundation and any projects
that they are promoting.
“Our community coach Malcolm Muldoon,
who handles all of the disability programmes,
is in charge of this and we look forward to
working with you in this programme.”

Where it all began for stars

From The West team on Eggheads: L to R: Don
Fear, Davyth Fear, Diane Gilbert, Terry Ridgway

Fearless quartet lose out
to the mighty Eggheads
DON Fear, the Lilleshall TTC chairman,
who became the first £1m winner in 14
years on Who Wants To Be A Millionaire
in September 2020, has been back on TV
recently.
His latest appearance was taking on the
mighty Eggheads on the Channel 5 quiz
programme for the ‘From the West’
team.
Joining Don were fellow Telford League
table tennis star Terry Ridgway, brother

Davyth and cousin Diane Gilbert.
Davyth has also appeared on Who Wants
To Be A Millionaire and won £500.000.
The quartet put in a superb performance on the Eggheads programme
before being narrowly beaten.
“We are all enthusiastic quizzers,” said
Terry.
“We all absolutely love quizzing and
take part in local quizzes whenever we
can.”

THE National Sports Centre at Lilleshall
helped to produce some of the finest footballers this country has ever seen.
Michael Owen, Jamie Carragher, Joe Cole,
Nicky Barmby and Sol Campbell are among
a plethora of young talent that passed
through, where they stayed in Shropshire
for two years playing football under leading coaches, as well as doing their studies
at a local school.
Just 16 youngsters were selected each
year to attend the FA’s School of Excellence
which was set up by Sir Bobby Robson and
the FA technical director Charles Hughes
in 1984.

The National Sports
Centre at Lilleshall

Sponsor delighted with the season
ROD Lewis, the sponsor of Lilleshall,
is delighted by the success of his
teams during the 2021/2 season.
He had nothing but praise
for the hard work of everyone
involved during last season’s
campaigns.
“The organising skills of both
Andy and Steve cannot be underestimated, as yes the various

playing squads have done their bit
on the table to win the trophies,
but we are top of the league off
the table as well,” beamed Rod.
“I am currently working on
the squads for the new season,
with some exciting news to be
released soon.”

Rod Lewis
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